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be compensated by the annexation of Saxony. The future of Poland thus became inextricably tied up with that of Saxony, and on the latter, again, depended the solution of the riddle of the territorial boundaries of practically every German state. The bargaining position of Russia and Prussia was strengthened by the fact that, like other great Powers, they were in possession of the coveted territories: Poland was entirely under Russian occupation, and on November 8, 1814, N.S., the Russian general Prince Nicholas Repnin, whose troops were stationed in Saxony, transferred the supreme command of that country to Prussia, a move against which the German states and the French vigorously protested.
Russian designs on Poland met with the opposition of other Powers, especially Great Britain and Austria. Castlereagh felt (to quote Webster again) that it was necessary "to unite Europe against Russia/' Metternich held that Austria would rather perish than tolerate the establishment of a Russian Poland. Talleyrand, then minister of foreign affairs of Louis XVIII, sided with Castlereagh and Metternich and was particularly active in championing the case of Saxony. The Prussian minister of foreign affairs, Prince Charles Hardenberg, was inclined in the early stage of the negotiations to seek a compromise with the Anglo-Austrian point of view, but he was overridden by Frederick William. In the heat of the conflict diplomatic niceties were forgotten, and in December the tsar refused to have any further personal dealings with Metternich. This was an ominous decision, because Alexander in person conducted all negotiations, although he received advice from Czartoryski, Stein, Capo d'Istria, Pozzo di Borgo, and La Harpe (officially a member of the Swiss delegation). Count Charles Nesselrode, who in August, 1814, had succeeded Rumiantsev as Russian minister of foreign affairs, an office he held for forty-two years (until 1856), played a subordinate part and was seldom consulted on major issues. By the end of 1814, the discussion of the Polish and Saxon problems having reached an impasse, the two opposing groups of Powers made preparations for war. On January 3,1815, N.S., Castlereagh, Metternich, and Talleyrand signed a secret treaty of military alliance directed against Russia and Prussia; Hanover, Bavaria, Holland, and other states were invited to join the new coalition. It is a moot question whether the existence of this treaty became known to the tsar and prompted him to enter the road of compromise, as is